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KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING AND PROBLEMS OF POWER PLANT PROJECT, AND
COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION IN SOLVING CONFLICTS:
A CASE STUDY OF COAL-FIRED POWER PLANT IN PAK BANG SUBDISTRICT,
THEPHA DISTRICT, SONGKHLA PROVINCE
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Abstract

This research’s purposes were to study 1) knowledge and understanding about
environmental projects and Coal-Fired Power Plant Project in Pak Bang Subdistrict, Thepha District,
Songkhla Province, 2) problems caused by the Coal-Fired Power Plant Project, and 3) suggestions

for community participation and solutions for conflicts in the Coal-Fired Power Plant Project.
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This research was a quantitative research which contained 384 subjects selected via
probability sampling and multi-stage sampling including cluster and simple samplings. The subjects
answered a questionnaire, which later be statistically analyzed to find out percentages, frequencies,
means, and standard deviations.

The results of the research were as followed. The subjects had moderate knowledge and
understanding about environmental projects and Coal-Fired Power Plant Project. Besides, problems
related to the Coal-Fired Power Plant Project were in high level, especially, the ones in
occupational and economic dimensions were in the highest level. Lastly, suggestions for
encouraging community participation and solutions for conflicts in the Coal-Fired Power Plant
Project were in high level; particularly, the community participation dimension had the highest
mean score.

Keywords: knowledge and understanding, power plant project, community participation, conflict
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