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Abstract

This research aims to: 1) study the development of tin mining in Ronphibool District,
Nakhon Si Thammarat Province and 2) study the way of life of the residents in Ronphibool,
Ronphibool District, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province. This qualitative research collected data
using tools such as interviews and observation. The key informants consisted of five
individuals, including the village headman, local scholars, and elders within the community.
Data collection methods included document analysis, interviews, observations, and fieldwork
in the community. The research results show that the tin mining in Ronphibool District can be
categorized into three periods: the traditional panning era, the manual mining era, and the
hydraulic or suction mining era. Tin mining was deeply integrated into the local way of life.
The industry attracted migrants from nearby districts and provinces in southern Thailand, as
well as Chinese laborers who worked in the mines. The introduction of tin mining led to
significant changes in the livelihoods of local residents, who shifted from traditional rice
farming to working as laborers in the mines. However, tin mining also brought negative
consequences to the community, particularly environmental and health issues. Residents
suffered from the contamination of water sources with arsenic, used in tin extraction, which

affected the water quality for household consumption.
Keywords: Tin, Mine, Ronphibool District, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province
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