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Fermented Fish: Community Way of Life to Local Product of Khuan
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Abstract

This research aims to study the community context associated with fish paste
production in Khuan Phang Subdistrict, Ron Phibun District, and its impact on this traditional
practice. It also seeks to examine the process and development of fish paste production in
the local community. Data were collected througsh document analysis, electronic media,
observation, and interviews. The research population consisted of 10 households in Khuan
Phang Subdistrict, selected through purposive sampling, comprising individuals with
knowledge, experience, and expertise in fish paste production.

The findings reveal that the community context influencing fish paste production
includes the geographic and ecological characteristics of Khuan Phang. The area, known for its
peat swamp forests, provides a suitable environment for the growth of freshwater and other
aquatic animals. However, increased agricultural activities, such as oil palm and rubber tree
plantations, along with land reclamation for residential purposes, have reduced water sources
over time. While rural lifestyles have gradually transformed into urbanized ways of living,
traditional practices still persist, accompanied by efforts to conserve peat swamp forests as
vital lifelines for the local community.

The development of fish paste production in Khuan Phang Subdistrict can be
categorized into three periods. The Initiation Era (1907-2007) primarily focused on household
production for personal consumption. The Semi-commercial Era (2007-2012) marked the
beginning of selling fish paste within the community. The Commercial Era (2012-present) has
seen significant growth in sales, including online markets, contributing to increased income for

the residents of Khuan Phang.

Keywords: Fish Paste, Community-Based Product, Khuan Phang.
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